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Who’s Who 
Vicar Revd Beverly Watson 

vicar@allsaintschurchgfd.org.uk 
07547 416721 

Curate Revd Andy Wells 
curate@allsaintschurchgfd.org.uk 

456312 

Church Office 
Mon-Thu 
8.30am-12.30pm 

Trish Tye 
allsaintschurchgfd@gmail.com 

563173 

Licensed 
Lay Minister 

Alison Moulden 
agi.moulden@gmail.com  

565385  

Organist and 
Choir Director 

Jeremy Barham  
j.barham@surrey.ac.uk 

 

Church Warden Robin Holdsworth 
churchwarden-b@allsaintschurchgfd.org.uk 

 
571792 

Assistant  
Wardens 

Simon Doran - simon.j.doran@gmail.com 
Paddy Payne - ppayne@ap.org 

 

Sacristan Henrietta Harding  - duniharding@aol.com 07782 328280 

Band Leader Andy Wells - band@allsaintschurchgfd.org,uk  456312 

PCC Secretary Trish Tye - secretary.allsaintsguildford@gmail.com 562652 

PCC Treasurer Andy Wells - treasurer@allsaintschurchgfd.org,uk  456312 

Pastoral 
Team Leader 

Revd Beverly Watson 
vicar@allsaintschurchgfd.org.uk 

07547 416721 

Safeguarding 
Coordinator 

Julie Lodge 
safeguarding@allsaintschurchgfd.org.uk 

568857 

Children and 
Young People 

Revd Beverly Watson 
vicar@allsaintschurchgfd.org.uk 

07547 416721 

Children’s Church Julie Lodge - childrens-church@allsaintschurchgfd.org.uk 568857  

Baby & Toddler 
Group 

Vanessa Virgo - toddlers@allsaintschurchgfd.org.uk   

Youth Group Jeanette Whiteman - youthgroup@allsaintschurch.org.uk 07462 471174 

Church Hall Hire Evelynne Gunn - bookings.allsaints@gmail.com 562652 

Church Flowers Lizzie McAlister - mielmcalister@aol.com 
Julie Lodge - lodgejac@gmail.com 

577258 
568857 

Magazine Team Editor: Angela Rose - angelasrose@btinternet.com 
Production: Jo Smalley - joannapearce@live.co.uk 
Trish Tye - trish.tye@gmail.com 
Advertising: Evelynne Gunn 
bookings.allsaints@gmail.com 
Subscriptions/Distribution: 
Sylvia & Robin Holdsworth - robin@calax.com 

07799 662308 
07817 487519 

562652 
562652 

  
571792 

If you’d like to feature anything in the magazine, we would love to hear 
from you!  Articles should be emailed to allsaintsmag@gmail.com by 
the 15th of the previous month.  We like to keep content varied and 
interesting so almost anything goes.  Please get in touch if you have any 
questions.  Thank you! 

mailto:childrens-church@allsaintschurchgfd.org.uk
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All Saints' Services and Opening Times 
 

Our pattern of services is as follows: 

 Morning Prayer takes place Monday to Wednesday at 9.15am in the 
church and via Zoom for anyone who would like this option. 

 A service of Holy Communion is held in church every Thursday 
morning at 9.30am. 

 An 8am service of Holy Communion is held in church on the first and 
third Sundays of the month (the third Sunday will use the Book of 
Common Prayer). 

 Our 10am Sunday services follow this pattern: 

 First Sunday: Cafe -style Altogether Worship 

 Second, fourth and fifth Sundays:  
Church Family Communion with Children’s Church 

 Third Sunday: Morning Worship with Children’s Church 

Note: Children’s Church is term-time only 

 Each Sunday, we hold ‘Tea-Time Church’ at 4pm. 

 Each Sunday, we record the sermon and this can be found on our 
YouTube channel: www.youtube.com/@allsaintsguildford 

https://www.youtube.com/@allsaintsguildford
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Thoughts from the Vicarage 
 
Many of us will be familiar with John Keats’ poem, 
‘To Autumn’:  
 
Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness, 
Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun; 
Conspiring with him how to load and bless 
With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run; 
To bend with apples the moss'd cottage-trees, 
And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core; 
To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells 
With a sweet kernel; to set budding more, 
And still more, later flowers for the bees, 
Until they think warm days will never cease, 
For Summer has o'er-brimm'd their clammy cells. 
 

It’s a beautiful reflection on the ‘fruitfulness’ of this season, which I’m so 
aware of in this parish. Many of us will have noticed the numbers of ap-
ple trees growing in this area, dating back to earlier times; and also the 
many wild plum trees growing freely in our communal green spaces. 
Keats’ poem hints at the ‘blessing’ (line 3) that lies behind this fruitful-
ness, and which we celebrate during our Harvest festivities this month.  
 
The main focus of those celebrations will be our Harvest Festival on Sun-
day 11th October, preceded by our Harvest Supper and Quiz on Saturday 
10th. Our local schools will be coming to celebrate their own Harvest 
Festivals the week before (QE), and the week after (Onslow Infants); and 
the season will culminate in our Dray Court Harvest Festival on the 21st 
October – also marking the 10th year anniversary of the Dray Court Ser-
vice! 
 
During this fruitful season I pray that we’ll also see a ‘spiritual’ harvest in 
our midst; a gathering in of new people into our church; a welcoming 
back of those we’ve not seen for a while; and all of us putting down deep-
er roots in faith as we worship and serve together. Let’s do all we can, 
through our prayers and our actions, to make this a wonderfully fruitful 
season. 
 
Wishing you blessings as always,  Beverly 
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MISSION Focus: A ROCHA 
 
A Rocha International is a global family 
of conservation organisations working 
together to live out God’s calling to care 
for creation and equip others to do likewise.  One of these organisations 
is A Rocha UK, which has granted All Saints their Gold Eco Church award. 

 
The name “A Rocha” means “The 
Rock” in Portuguese (as A Rocha’s 
first initiative was a field study cen-
tre in Portugal).  A Rocha is present 
in more than 20 countries around 
the world. 
 
A Rocha projects are frequently 
cross-cultural in character, and 

share a community emphasis, with a focus on science and research, prac-
tical conservation and environmental education, through residential 
field study centres, site-based projects and wider advocacy. 
 
While each A Rocha organisation is its own legal entity, they all  share : 
 
1. A vision: A world where nature flourishes as people live equitably 

and sustainably 
2. A mission: To live out God’s calling to care for creation and equip 

others to do likewise 
3. Five core commitments: 

• Christian – We follow Jesus Christ, who created the world and 
calls us to care for it. 

• Conservation – We protect and restore nature and are com-
mitted to local places and people over the long term. 

• Community – We invest in good relationships through our 
commitment to God, one another and the wider creation. 

• Cultural Diversity – We celebrate the insights, perspectives 
and solutions offered by our diverse cultures. 

• Collaboration - We seek to work with anyone who shares our 
vision. 

4. The A Rocha Commitment to Creation Care 
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5. A Covenant which sets out their rights and responsibilities to each 
other. 

 
One of their focus areas is on ma-
rine conservation. Projects include 
beach cleanups and microplastics 
research. A Rocha has put together 
a “plastics toolbox” where one can 

learn all about microplastics, including how to have a “nurdle hunt” and 
contribute one’s data to their research.  
 
A Rocha’s marine team in Florida, based close to the Kennedy Space Cen-
tre, conduct research and education in the Cape Canaveral National Sea-
shore Indian River Lagoon and coastal marine habitats. Local wildlife 
includes manatees, alligators, countless fish species, and numerous 
shorebirds. The team are leading the way in beach cleanups and micro-
plastics research. 
 
Nurdles are plastic pellets, about the size of a popcorn kernel. They are 
made from hydrocarbons, and are transported by land and sea to facto-
ries where they are melted and made into most plastic products. A Ro-
cha’s marine conservation globally has developed projects to study 
nurdles using methods that non-scientists can join in with. The method 
is simple: search for a set amount of time on a coast, river or lake and 

upload your results to the Great Nurdle 
Hunt 
(www.nurdlehunt.org.uk/take-part/
submit-your-finds.html) – a partner docu-
menting citizen science nurdle hunts 
globally.  
 
Please look at the website of A Rocha in-
ternational at: arocha.org/en/ and the UK 
website: arocha.org.uk/ to see how you 
can help on an individual basis, as well as 
through church.  

 
Katherine Hopwood 

http://www.nurdlehunt.org.uk/take-part/submit-your-finds.html
http://www.nurdlehunt.org.uk/take-part/submit-your-finds.html
https://arocha.org/en/
https://arocha.org.uk/
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St Luke the Evangelist 
 
To St Luke, a Gentile, we owe the beautifully written Gospel of Luke, and 
the Book of Acts.  He was a Greek physician, a disciple of St Paul, a com-
panion on some of his missionary journeys, and an inspired writer. 
 
Luke’s gospel focuses on the compassion of Christ. His gospel contains 
some of the most moving parables, such as the Good Samaritan and 
Prodigal Son.  This, with his emphasis on poverty, prayer and purity of 
heart, make up much of his appeal to the Gentles, for whom he wrote. 
 
Women figure more prominently in Luke’s gospel than any other: look 
out for the extended story of the Virgin Birth, and stories of Mary, Eliza-
beth, and the woman who was a sinner. 
 
In Acts, Luke is remarkably good as linking sacred and profane history, 
as subsequent archaeology has shown. A principal theme of his Acts is 
how the early Christians moved away from Jerusalem into the pagan 
world, and especially on to Rome. 
 
Luke is the patron saint of doctors, surgeons and artists (due to his pic-
turesque style of writing).  His symbol is an ox, sometimes explained by 
reference to the sacrifice in the Temple at the beginning of his Gospel.  In 
England 28 ancient churches were dedicated to him. 

parishpump.co.uk 
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MEN’S GROUP 
 
I am delighted to say that we have launched a new men’s group called 
Beer and Belief. It is open to all men 18 years and over. 
 
Its mission to the men of this parish and wider, is simple: "to provide a 
space for all men to meet and to introduce them, through conversation 
and encounters with God, to faith”. 
 
We meet in a friendly open environment at the Astolat pub within our 
parish to discuss a topic. There is a short talk on a topic of faith, and then 
the opportunity to discuss it and widen it to anything else that is on our 
minds. We have varied the meeting days, as we know people cannot 
make certain days, so this makes sure there is time for everyone. Our 
dates and topics for this year are: 
 
 Monday September 21st : Rule of Life Part 1 
 Monday 12th October : Rule of Life Part 2 
 Tuesday 17th November : Dan’s Pilgrimage 
 Wednesday 23d December : Keeping a Journal 
 
Our meeting times are 7:30pm for 8:00pm until 10pm. 
 
Our first mini presentation to you for discussion is about a rule of life. 
The Benedictine and Franciscan Monks all followed a rule of life and we 
will discuss what this might mean for us all. A rule of life is for everyone. 
It is a statement on how we wish to live our lives and from this we build 
a framework, like a trellis, from which we grow. It helps us keep God at 
the centre of what we do.  
 
I’m really looking forward to sharing this with you on the 21st. A rule of 
life needs some reflection and so we’re devoting our next Beer and Belief 
meeting on the 12th October to it as well. 
 
In November we’re going to hear more about Dan’s pilgrimage to Bosnia 
and Herzegovina this summer. 
 
Then in December, (as we might be thinking about New Year’s Resolu-
tions) we’ll be talking about how to create and write a spiritual journal.  
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Our team involved in this new group are Martyn Whiteman, Dan Brown, 
Joseph Jones and me.  
 
We’re looking forward to sharing this new group with you and please 
contact us if you would like to find out more. There is no need to regis-
ter, just come to the Astolat and we’ll be delighted to see you! 
 

Revd Andy Wells 
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SHEILA KIRKLAND – EULOGY 
 
As read at Guildford Cathedral by her daughters, Alison and Linsay. 
 
Well, this is a huge place to be celebrating 
the life of a tiny person, albeit with a big 
character!  
 
Mum had a smile for everyone and a great 
sense of humour. When she told the respite 
home assessor that she was born in Guild-
ford and had lived here all her life, Mum fol-
lowed it up with, “Bor-ing!” In fact, she had 
such a long and varied life that we have real-
ly struggled to reduce it to a few pages, es-
pecially as Mum had started to write an au-
tobiography and we wanted to incorporate a 
few quotes. 
 
Mum’s childhood was not easy. As she put it: “When I was three years 
old the Second World War started which convinced my parents that it 
wouldn’t be fair to bring another child into the world at such an unset-
tled time, so my pram stayed sitting forlornly in the shed, while I re-
mained an only child.” 
 
This had a profound effect on her. As a result, she valued her friends 
highly and was determined to have more than one child herself.  
 
Mum went to several schools in Guildford, cultivating life-long friend-
ships in each. She also gained an enduring nickname, Squirrel, given to 
her by a form tutor because she was often found perching on a desk or 
radiator. Her strengths were in English and Art… definitely not in 
Maths, much to her mother’s disappointment. 
 
Alongside her academic education, Mum joined the St John Ambulance 
Brigade. She wrote of being on duty with the cadets as part of the Guard 
of Honour when Princess Margaret officially opened the Nave at the un-
finished Guildford Cathedral. Perhaps that is what sparked her lifelong 
fascination with the Royal Family and her links with the Cathedral. 
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Mum played tennis at Onslow Tennis Club, which she was introduced to 
by her parents, remaining a member for many years, and later compet-
ing with Dad against a keen band of friends, while we kids roamed 
around the Rec with a horde of associated children. All her life she loved 
watching tennis on the television. 
 
Mum also took ballet lessons from the age of nine, which she loved. She 
was clearly talented, winning a place at the prestigious Arts Educational 
School but was unable to take it up because she didn’t qualify for a grant 
and her parents couldn’t afford the fees. When she explained this to the 
Principals, they offered her a secretarial role at the school, which she 
accepted. As a result, she realised that the life of a dancer would not have 
been right for her. In her words: “There was a lot of ‘Hello darling, this 
and that’ often followed by a derogatory comment when the addressee 
was out of earshot, and quite a few of them smoked cigarettes when 
their class was over, as the smoke filtered through into my office. It 
made me realise that this was not my type of life.” 
 
Instead, she got a job in Boots’ buying office, next to the Dominion Thea-
tre in Tottenham Court Road. She commuted to London for seven years, 
only stopping in 1962 because she was expecting Ali. 
 
We’re not sure of the exact year when Mum met Dad, but we do know 
they met at a Guildford Technical College social. This is how she de-
scribed it: “One evening a stranger turned up who happened to know 
Trevor, one of the regulars. His name was Colin Kirkland and he was do-
ing National Service at Fernhurst. He was a pleasant fellow and not as 
brash as some of the other chaps, including Trevor who insisted that I 
was his girlfriend when Colin showed an interest in me.” Fortunately, 
Dad was not put off by the confident Trevor, and romance soon blos-
somed. 
 
Mum and Dad married at All Saints’ Church in Onslow Village on the 6th 
June 1959 “the old wooden church before the new brick one was built”. 
They also joined the congregation of Guildford Cathedral, which was on-
ly partially constructed and had not been consecrated, and they quickly 
became part of the fabric of this remarkable place.  
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At this time, Mum was the main wage earner and Dad was a junior engi-
neer at Sir William Halcrow and Partners. They moved to Irwin Road in 
1966, when Ali was three and I was about six months old. Graeme was 
born three years later and Mum lived there for the rest of her life.  
 
Despite her longing to have a family, Mum struggled with post-natal de-
pression, so to help her overcome the ‘baby blues’, as she called it, she 
joined the Guildford Young Wives Choir (run by the redoubtable Eliza-
beth Lyon) as a soprano. Singing very much helped lift her spirits and 
Mum sang with many choirs in her lifetime. She also joined the ‘Curtain-
Raisers’ amateur dramatic group, appearing in numerous productions, 
including, much to our amusement, playing the Fairy Godmother at a 
sprightly 40! 
 
In 1980 the Dean, Tony Bridge, was a guest speaker at an event organ-
ised by Guildford Lions Club, in which our parents were actively in-
volved. When chatting with Tony, Mum mentioned her secretarial skills 
and Tony promptly offered her a job as his secretary, initially part time. 
Although Mum wasn’t looking for work, he was clearly very persuasive 
as she accepted the job, working for him until his retirement in 1986 and 
going on to work for his successor, Dean Alex Wedderspoon, until they 
both retired in 2001. Both Deans were wonderful characters, and Mum 
loved working with them, amassing a wealth of hilarious stories and an-
ecdotes. At that time there was only a small team of staff at the Cathedral 
and Mum found herself dealing with a wide range of tasks – and some 
tricky customers – but she relished the challenge and felt very honoured 
to be part of the team.  
 
When the Cathedral funds unexpectedly went into deficit by £5000 in 
1982, Mum and Dad organised a fundraising ‘Cathedral Day’, with myri-
ad stalls taken on by churches across the Diocese. It raised £10,000 and 
was so successful, they organised three more. Each event had a guest 
star, including Frank Muir, Diana Dors and Mollie Sugden, all of whom 
were friends of Dean Tony Bridge, who must’ve had some fantastic din-
ner parties! 
 
We realise in retrospect that our parents struggled financially in the ear-
ly years of our lives. Mum made many of our clothes, and we have vivid 
memories of a road trip and camping holiday to Austria in 1972, at the 
end of which, Dad had to jump over a fence and pinch five corn cobs 



15 

 

from a French field for supper – at 
the time, we thought it a great ad-
venture but we later discovered 
they had run out of money and it 
was the only option for feeding us 
all. 
 
Dad’s career gradually took off. As 
his expertise grew, he became a 

revered expert in tunnelling and was the Technical Director for the 
Channel Tunnel project – but that’s another story. Mum relished all the 
opportunities this gave for international travel, accompanying him on 
trips whenever she could, including Japan, Norway, Mexico and Austral-
ia.  
 
Style was important to Mum and she was always beautifully turned out. 
Thanks to the additional income provided by Dad’s success, she became 
an inveterate shopper and bargain hunter, latterly becoming a catalogue 
and online fiend when she was no longer able to get to the shops. If any-
one turned up unannounced, they would find her in a carefully consid-
ered outfit, with matching jewellery and shoes, make-up applied. We 
never caught her out…except on one memorable occasion when I had 
taken her shopping in Guildford and I noticed that she had mistakenly 
picked up the wrong eye pencil and given herself blue eyebrows. She 
was mortified and amused in equal measure! 
 
Mum loved Guildford and was a proud resident of the town. In 2003, she 
was persuaded to stand for the Borough Council as a Conservative candi-
date. She was duly elected, throwing herself wholeheartedly into the 
role, working on a range of committees and initiatives, supported by 
Dad.  
 
By this time, all three of us ‘kids’ were married, and had provided six 
grandchildren, whom Mum and Dad loved dearly. Life was good. But 
then, to our shock, in early 2004 Dad, who always seemed so energetic 
and indestructible, was diagnosed with skin cancer. It proved to be a 
particularly virulent form of the disease and it took him from us on De-
cember 23rd 2004. Mum suddenly found herself on her own. Remarka-
bly, she took this as a challenge, and was determined to show that she 
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could survive as an independent widow, continuing in her role of Bor-
ough Councillor until the end of her four-year tenure in 2007.  
 
Mum was supported by her many friends, including George and Pauline 
Dean who lived nearby. After Pauline was sadly also taken by cancer in 
2007, Mum and George frequently escorted each other to social events. 
This developed into a supportive relationship, through which they 
shared friends and enjoyed holidays and cruises. When George passed 
away in 2014 it was a huge blow to Mum but she was determined, again, 
not to be beaten. In 2015 aged 79, she was persuaded to stand again for 
election to the Borough Council, supposedly as a place-holder. To her 
amazement, she was elected and served for another four years. 
 
When COVID struck, an Irwin Road WhatsApp group was quickly organ-
ised and Mum’s lovely neighbours made sure that she was well looked-
after: Christmas dinner was provided for her, Benji the dog was taken 
for walks and later, as restrictions eased, lifts were offered to the Cathe-
dral, the hairdresser… and the much-loved monthly ‘ladies lunches’. We 
would like to thank all of her wonderful local friends for the many quiet 
favours and gestures of goodwill. You all helped to keep her living inde-
pendently, despite her increasing frailty (and a terrifying tendency to fall 
over without warning). 
 
A special mention must go to Lara, whose friendship with Mum was 
sealed when Lara fortuitously passed by just after Mother had toppled 
over close to home while walking the dog. Lara noticed a pair of legs 
sticking out from a neighbour’s hedge and recognised Benji lurking near-
by. Having pulled Mum out and dusted her down, Lara became a firm 
friend, often taking her out for coffees and lunches and sharing her silly 
sense of humour. This friendship kept Mum going for much longer than 
she might have managed without it.  
 
Our Mum would always give her honest opinion, whether solicited or 
not. It always came from a place of love, and the hope that pointing out 
some failing that you might not have noticed would be helpful to you… 
but she did come out with some outrageous comments, as many of you 
will recognise! 
 
Mum really was extraordinary in her determination never to give up on 
life, to find the fun in it, and always to live it as fully as she could. In fact, 
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she was still volunteering at the Cathedral as a guide every Tuesday, 
meeting and greeting visitors, until the beginning of May this year.  
 
Mum was delighted to have such a big extended family and was so proud 
of all her grandchildren: Harry, Anna, Katie, Tom, Laura and Tessa. In 
2023, we were all devastated by the shocking loss of Tessa, but the news, 
a month or so later, that Mum was going to be a great-grandmother gave 
her a new lease of life and she was delighted to meet little Poppy.  
 
Mum was always planning the next thing; visits, holidays and events. 
Even in her final hours, she was looking forward, with no thought of 
leaving us. We all live our lives in that spirit. For a tiny person, she made 
a huge impact. Rest in peace Mum. 

Onslow Village Garden Club 
 
On October 21st at 7.30pm we are to have a talk by Martyn Denney en-
titled ‘Cyclamen in the Wild and Cultivation’. There are so many dif-
ferent cyclamens in the genus from the small C. hederifolium, flowering 
in gardens now, to the large indoor plants that fill the garden centres 
around Christmas time. 
 
Martyn Denney has written a comprehensive guide to cyclamen for The 
Cyclamen Society. His talk will give us a good insight into the genus for 
both indoor and outdoor cultivation. 

Anne Bradbeer 
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A holiday in the Peak District  
 
When we lived in Manchester some 50-odd years ago we had a few skir-
mishes into the Derbyshire Peak District, but we never had a holiday 
there. So, when my wife offered me a holiday for my “zero” birthday I 
decided on a few days in Baslow. This small, scattered village of yellow 
stone properties is just a walk away from Chatsworth House, which I had 
long wished to visit. 
 
Our holiday was book-ended by visits to two stately homes, Chatsworth 
and Hardwick Hall. Both of these were owned, and Hardwick built, by a 
lady from very humble origins, Bess Hardwick. Through four marriages, 
three of which were caused by her husband’s deaths, she amassed in-
credible wealth. This enabled her to carry out extensive works at Chats-
worth and also to build from scratch Hardwick Hall. 
 
On my birthday we decided to visit 
Bakewell. In the morning I had 
opened a card from my brother and 
sister-in-law which is always guar-
anteed to be rude. On the front was 
the picture of a dodo with the strap-
line: “80 Look on the bright side… at 
least you aren’t extinct”. I expected 
to look inside and see the words “… 
Not yet“. But no, just a friendly 
greeting. A real opportunity missed!  
 
For me this card, perhaps ironically, 
chimed with the inscription on a 
gravestone in the churchyard for All Saints Bakewell which we visited 
later that same day. It was well worn and probably dated from the 
1700s. The words really spoke to me: “In well-grounded faith for a joyful 
resurrection.” A joyful resurrection! What faith and assurance in a loving 
God Robert Bradbury must have had and demonstrated by his life. A 
wonderful birthday message confirming such faith and assurance that I 
also have.  
 
The origin of the church was old. The first stone church was Anglo-Saxon 
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occupied in 947 and probably even replaced an earlier wooden church. 
The current church had many different architectural styles including 
Norman and Gothic, but what particularly caught my eye was the 14th 
century font carved from one block of stone with images of Christ and 
the Apostles carved around its circumference. Imagine how many people 
have been baptised there over the last 700 years, perhaps even Robert of 
gravestone fame, all awaiting “a joyful resurrection”. 
 
During the week we made a number of walks in stunning scenery and 
also went 264 footsteps down the Blue John Cavern (and fortunately also 
up again!). 
 
On our penultimate day we eventually obtained access to Saint Anne’s 
church in Baslow, previously trying twice, once when there was a funeral 
and once when it was locked. One of Jeanette‘s cousins, Martin Leigh, had 
been the vicar there in the 1980s. His name was on a board showing all 
the other vicars who had served at the church going back to 1565, Martin 
served there for ten years and there was a group of photos of, presuma-
bly, the last eight vicars, one of which was of Martin, whom Jeanette rec-
ognised. 
 
On our last day we visited Hardwick Hall. It was monumental in its Eliza-
bethan style, reflecting European architecture of that time. It was very 
different from and, at least internally, more modest in design than Chats-
worth.  
 
It was filled with many interesting objects, the finest of which were the 
tapestries. We had fun identifying two tapestries depicting Gideon’s sto-
ry: where, having to engage with the Midianite army, he followed God’s 
instructions to massively reduce the number of his army, despite the 
overwhelming number of the Midianite army. Initially God told him to let 
go any men who did not wish to fight. This reduced it from 22,000 men 
to 10,000. God then told him that this was still too many and he should 
allow the men to drink from the brook. Some drank by bending down 
and lapping up the water, others got the water in the cups of their hands 
and drank. Only 300 warriors drank from their cupped hands and that, 
following God’s instructions again, was to be his army. Reduced from 
22,000 to just 300. God can sometimes move in, what seems to us, myste-
rious ways. 
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The other tapestry was how that small band of warriors surrounded the 
camp of a far greater army. By acting at night they created a rout by 
sounding their rams’ horns and by smashing their clay pots of which re-
vealed burning tapers. The Midianites heard and saw the lights their ene-
my all around them and those who were not killed by their own com-
rades in the confusion fled for their lives. (Gideon Bibles: you may have 
seen a symbol on the front cover showing a pot with a flame coming out 
of it). 

 
Also at Hardwick I saw 
a plaque in the main 
dining room which 
read:  
“The conclusion of all 
things is to feare (sic) 
God and keepe his com-
mavndmentes” 
 

God speaks to us in many different ways: perhaps by hearing him 
through the conversations we have with others, by asking his Holy Spirit 
to reveal something to us, or simply by opening our eyes to what we see 
around us. During that week I was encouraged by the epitaph of Robert 
Bradbury, the wisdom of Gideon following God’s implausible instructions 
to reduce his army (you can read the whole story in Judges chapter 7) 
and Bess Hardwick putting on full display to those dining with her at 
Hardwick what must have been very important to her and represented 
her “rule of life”. 
 
A good holiday for all manner of reasons which, as I said repeatedly dur-
ing that week, “ticked all the boxes“. 
 

Martyn  Whiteman     

Lord, as You paint the trees in brilliant colours and guide the 
 harvest, help me to trust Your changing seasons and rest in  

Your unchanging love. 
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2027 calendars...available to order now! 
 

£15 each 
 

Twelve botanical illustratons from RHS Wisley  
by Pauline Dean to enjoy throughout the year. 

 
Available as a slim appointment calendar or desk calendar. 

 
 

To order, scan the QR code or contact Jo Dwyer  
(jo.dwyer19@sky.com) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Supportng the Big Build project 
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Greening your home 
this Autumn 
 
Tackle climate change and reduce 
your heating bills by finding and re-
ducing the draughts in your home. 

 
Find the gaps that let cold air in and warm air out (keyholes, letterboxes 
and gaps around windows, doors, loft hatches and floorboards for exam-
ple).  
 
Do what you can to fix these gaps - there are lots of tutorials on how to 
do this online.  
 
It’s also a good time to prepare for winter by putting radiator reflector 
foil or baking foil behind the radiator. This will reflect heat back into 
your room. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

LIGHT PARTY 
For those up to the age of 11, accompanied by an adult. 

 
Saturday 31st October 

4.00pm to 6.00pm 
 

As daylight fades, come along to enjoy: 
Music 
Games 

Craft activities 
All based on the them of light. 

Drinks and snacks will be provided. 
 

Watch for more information nearer the time! 
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Bijou Writes  
 

One of the most exciting parts of the pro-
ject at the moment is that we are begin-
ning to move beyond simply designing 
the spaces and start thinking about how 
those spaces will actually feel to use, and 
one of the most engaging parts is the inte-
rior finishes. 
 
As we continue through RIBA Stage 4, the 
drawings are becoming increasingly de-
tailed. We are no longer just considering 
where rooms should go or how they con-

nect; we are now working through the materials, lighting, doors, finishes 
and practical details that will shape the everyday experience of the 
building. 
 
It is at this stage that the project starts to feel much more real. 
 
So… what’s actually happening right now? 
This month I have been developing a series of internal studies, looking at 
the proposed layouts, finishes and electrical arrangements. The current 
proposals include a new entrance hall, kitchen, office, WCs and furniture 
store, all of which need to work together as part of the wider building. 
The entrance hall in particular will play an important role as the first 
point of arrival, creating a welcoming transition between the outside, the 
new spaces and the existing church.  
 
We have been exploring different approaches to the entrance, including 
natural timber doors and glazed panels, different wall treatments and 
ways of creating a visual connection with the existing church. Some op-
tions explore continuing the character of the existing yellow brick inter-
nally, whilst others look at softer painted finishes or a more contempo-
rary dark-framed glazed approach. 
 
At this stage, the purpose isn't necessarily to have all the answers, but to 
test different ideas and allow the client to understand what each ap-
proach could bring to the space. 
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The materials matter 
We have also started to develop the internal finishes in much more de-
tail. 
 
Rather than using one material palette throughout, each space is being 
considered in relation to how it will actually be used. The entrance hall is 
being explored with natural hardwood flooring or a warm, hard-wearing 
stone or porcelain alternative, whilst the kitchen requires a more robust, 
hygienic solution such as heavy-duty porcelain or seamless resin floor-
ing.  
 
The office takes a softer approach, with natural hardwood flooring in-
tended to create a warmer, more residential-quality environment.  
 
These decisions demonstrate that finishes aren't purely aesthetic. They 
need to balance appearance, durability, maintenance and practicality, 
whilst contributing to a consistent character throughout the building. 
This can be demonstrated with the internal elevation options for the 
new entrance between the new space and the existing main church 
building.  
 
Designing for how people actually use the building 
One of the things I enjoy most about this stage is thinking about the eve-
ryday moments that can easily be overlooked. 
 
 Where will someone put something down when they arrive? 
 Where will someone work? 
 How will the kitchen function during a busy community event? 
 Where will equipment be stored? 
 How will people move between the new entrance and the existing 
church? 

 
The drawings are gradually becoming answers to these questions. 
 
The kitchen, for example, is being developed around the practical ar-
rangement of ovens, dishwasher, storage, shelving and a preparation 
island, ensuring that the space can properly support the activities it is 
intended for.  
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This is where the community needs identified earlier in the project 
begin to translate into tangible design decisions. 
 
What’s next? 
As we move forward, we will continue developing the internal design 
alongside the wider technical coordination and cost analysis. There are 
still decisions to make, and some finishes and specifications will need 
further discussion with you the client, before they are finalised. Then 
collating the information to have our final stage 4 design package. 
 
Final Thoughts 
I think one of the interesting things about architecture is that the fin-
ished building can make hundreds of individual decisions feel effortless. 
 
You don't necessarily think about why a particular floor has been cho-
sen, why a door is glazed, or why a light or socket sits exactly where it 
does. But all of those decisions have been thought through. For me, that 
is what makes this stage so exciting. The big ideas are still there, but 
they are now being translated into the smaller decisions that will ulti-
mately make this building feel like a real place — practical, welcoming 
and genuinely designed around the people who will use it. 
 

Bijou Harding 
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Here are our two current Choral Scholars, Michelle and Jack,  
singing at the Cathedral: 
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Our 2026 -2027 season starts on Tuesday 6th October with Mark 
Stratton recalling the exploits of the great evolutionary biologist Alfred 
Russel Wallace, tracing his travels by sea from West Papua in Indonesia 
to the little-known Maluku Islands. Then, on Tuesday 20th October 
Charlie Walker will recount his 600km hike along the frozen surface of a 
remote Arctic river to reach indigenous peoples – horse breeders, fur 
trappers and reindeer herders. (Both talks rescheduled from last sea-
son). 
 
Visit: www.guildfordtravelclub.org.uk for our full programme. We 
meet on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays each month from April to October at 
Onslow Village Hall, GU2 7QR.  
 
Membership: £42 per season – great value for 14 talks! Student Card 
holders £21 per season. Visitors £7 per talk. 
 
Contact our membership secretary Andrea Whiting via email:  
info@guildfordtravelclub.org.uk if you wish to join the club or attend as 
a visitor. 

https://www.guildfordtravelclub.org.uk/
mailto:info@guildfordtravelclub.org.uk
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Puzzle Page 

Crossword 
Answers on page 
40 

Across 
1  ‘Those who were standing near Paul said, “You — to insult God’s high 
priest?”’ (Acts 23:4) (4) 
3  They were assigned to guard the tree of life (Genesis 3:24) (8) 
9  ‘Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the — of — , the son of 
Zuph, an Ephraimite’ (1 Samuel 1:1) (3,4) 
10 Surrender (Joshua 24:23) (5) 
11 Where American livestock can be reared (5) 
12 Listen (anag.) (6) 
14 Alternative name for Kiriath Jearim (2 Samuel 6:2) (6,2,5) 
17 He founded Westminster Abbey, — the Confessor (6) 
19 Hebrew word for the place of the dead (5) 
22 Allies of Persia in the fifth century BC (Esther 1:3) (5) 
23 Where John Wesley was forced to preach a lot (4,3) 
24 Rebellion against God; abandonment of religious belief (8) 
25 Note (anag.) (4)  
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Sudoku 
Solution on page 42 

Down 
1  Give an account of (Mark 4:30) (8) 
2  ‘I — — the path of your commands, for you have set my heart 
free’ (Psalm 119:32) (3,2) 
4  ‘He took the ephod, the other — — and the carved image’ (Judges 
18:20) (9,4) 
5  ‘You are a chosen people, a — priesthood’ (1 Peter 2:9) (5) 
6  The meek, the merciful and the mourners are all this (Matthew 5:4–5, 
7) (7) 
7  Musical Instrument Digital Interface (1,1,1,1) 
8  He was the son of Nun (Deuteronomy 34:9) (6) 
13 ‘Let the little — come to me’ (Matthew 19:14) (8) 
15 ‘About three thousand were — — their number that day’ (Acts 2:41) 
(5,2) 
16 In John’s vision, the wall of the new Jerusalem was made of this 
(Revelation 21:18) (6) 
18 ‘Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly — a Saviour from there, 
the Lord Jesus Christ’ (Philippians 3:20) (5) 
20 ‘Glorify the Lord with me: let us — his name together’ (Psalm 34:3) 
(5) 
21 Young Men’s Christian Association (1,1,1,1)   
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Crossword answers (grid on page 38) 
 
ACROSS: 1 dare; 3 cherubim; 9 son Tohu; 10 yield; 11 ranch; 12 enlist; 
14 Baalah of Judah; 17 Edward; 19 Sheol; 22 media; 23 open air; 24 
apostasy; 25 Eton.  
 
DOWN: 1 describe; 2 run in; 4 household gods; 5 royal; 6 blessed; 7 
MIDI; 8 Joshua; 13 children; 15 added to; 16 Jasper; 18 await; 20 exalt; 
21 YMCA . 
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MORNING PRAYER 
 
Morning Prayer at All Saints is a wonderful moment to spend time in the 
presence of God each morning. 
 
We meet at 9:15am in the Reading Room or on Zoom. Our morning pray-
er lasts for 20 minutes and includes a Psalm, Old Testament and New 
Testament reading within a short service. We then have time for com-
munal prayer. It’s a very powerful moment, as we lift our thanks, praise 
and burdens to God, or simply ask for his help. Sharing this amongst us 
is a wonderful God filled experience. 
 
I have only started to attend morning prayer with others since I was or-
dained, and have found it is a most special moment in my day - so much 
so that I felt compelled to write to you all about it. 
 
Whilst it is wonderful to meet in person, many of us work or cannot at-
tend in person, so being able to access Morning Prayer online is very 
useful, especially for those of us who work at home, as it is just 20 
minutes out of a busy day. I would be a great way to start the working 
day ….. a personal time with God. 
 
The words for Morning Prayer are all shared on line in Zoom and you 
can also see them by downloading a free app called “Daily Prayer”, that 
you will see in an App Store. It has a blue background and is issued by 

the Church of England. It updates each 
day for the readings. When you open it. 
You will have the option to see Morning, 
Evening or Night Prayer. Simply select 
Morning Prayer and the words appear 
for you to follow. We do not use all of the 
words and select the ones we want to use 
during the prayer service. 

 
The zoom link is allsaints.short.gy/mp 
 
I hope this might be helpful to you and look forward to seeing you either 
in person or via Zoom soon. 
 

Revd Andy Wells 

https://allsaints.short.gy/mp
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Sudoku solution 
Grid on page 39 
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CROSBY BUILDING SERVICES LTD 

A local firm built upon excellent reputation 

New Builds : Extensions : Alterations : Roofing 

Landscaping : Carpentry : Plastering : Painting & 

Decorating 

Bespoke Oak Garages : Garden Buildings : Playhouse 

We offer a complete service for all your home 

improvements 

Free quotations & references available  

01483 810119    enquiries@crosbybuilding.co.uk 

www.crosbybuilding.co.uk 

Members of the Guild of Master Craftsmen 

Paul B Richardson & Son Ltd 

Qualified Heating 

and Plumbing Engineer 

Replacement boilers, servicing 

and unvented cylinder installations 
 

Central heating installations 

and upgrades 
 

Complete bathrooms 

 

07947 838326 or 01483 574827 

pbrichardson68@hotmail.co.uk 

20 Friars Gate, Onslow Village, 

 Guildford, GU2 7PQ 
Established 1968  

Gas Safe Register 33886 

Hillier House,  
Farnham Road 

 
“Independent living 
within a community” 

 
Studio and One Bedroom 

Apartments 
for Ladies of 60+ years 

 
www.hillierhouse.org.uk 

 
Contact Val Richards on 

01483 533317 
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Book Reviews 
Nine Days with St Francis of Assisi 
By Sr Janet Fearns FMDM, Redemptorist Publica-
tions, £3.95 
 
On 4th October, we mark 800 years since the death of St 
Francis of Assisi. So, this month is a good time to recall 
the man, with all his hopes and dreams, successes and 
failures. He made mistakes, but he never stopped look-
ing for God and trying to be good. He walked through 
woodland, singing and playing a make-believe violin – 

and inspired people to live the Gospel message in poverty, humility, sim-
plicity and joy. Towards the end of his life, blind and in constant pain, 
Francis praised God in‘Canticle of the Creatures’. He showed us that we 
don’t need to be big and important to be loved by God.  
 

The Wisdom of Jesus - Meditations on the Gospels in 
Words and Paintings 
By Tom Wright, Lion Books, £13.99 
 
For 2000 years, people have returned to the words of 
Jesus for wisdom, comfort, challenge, and hope. His 
teachings continue to shape lives, cultures, and commu-
nities across the world. 
Here the renowned theologian, Tom Wright, brings to-
gether some of Christ’s most profound and memorable 

sayings, offering insightful commentary that reveals their enduring 
depth, beauty and relevance for modern life. From happiness and prayer 
to love, God, and the meaning of true wisdom, these teachings invite 
readers to see the world – and themselves – in a new light. 

 
The Lion Book of Five-Minute Parables 
By Charlotte Ryton, Lion Cub Books, £9.99 
 
This book brings 10 of the most beloved parables to life 
with warmth, faithfulness, and sincerity, all perfectly 
paced for just five minutes of reading.  
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Volunteers needed!  
Contact Cath in the  

St Nics’ office: 
parishoffice@saintnics.com 
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Worship and Readings 

2026 8am 10am 4pm 

4th October, 
Trinity 18  

Holy 
Communion  
  
Isaiah 5:1-7, 
Philippians 
3:4b-14 and 
Matthew 
21:33-end  

Altogether Worship 
Cafe  Style Service 
  
Isaiah 5:1-7, Philip-
pians 3:4b-14 and 
Matthew 21:33-end   

Tea Time 
Church 
  
Isaiah 5:1-7, 
Philippians 
3:4b-14 and 
Matthew 21:33-
end  

11th October, 
Trinity 19  
  
Harvest 
Festival  

 Church Family Com-
munion with Chil-
dren’s Church 
  
Deuteronomy 8:7-
18, 2 Corinthians 9:6
-15 and Luke 12:16-
30  

Tea Time 
Church   
  
Deuteronomy 
8:7-18, 2 Corin-
thians 9:6-15 
and Luke 12:16
-30  

18th October, 
Trinity 20  
  
Luke the 
Evangelist  

BCP 
Communion  
  
Isaiah 35:3-6, 
2 Timothy 
4:5-17 and 
Luke 10:1-9  

Morning Worship 
with Children’s 
Church  
  
Isaiah 35:3-6, 2 Tim-
othy 4:5-17 and 
Luke 10:1-9  

Tea Time 
Church: St 
Luke’s Day ser-
vice of Whole-
ness and Heal-
ing 
  
Isaiah 35:3-6, 2 
Timothy4:5-17 
and Luke 10:1-
9   

25th October, 
Last Sunday 
after Trinity 
and 
Bible Sunday  
  
  

 Church Family 
Communion  
  
Nehemiah 8:1-4a, 8-
12; Colossians 3:12-
17 and Matthew 
24:30-35  
 
  

Tea Time 
Church: Bible 
Sunday   
  
Nehemiah 8:1-
4a, 8-12; Colos-
sians 3:12-17 
and Matthew 
24:30-35   
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Dates for your Diary - october 
Thursday 1st, 8.00pm Men’s Group ‘Exploring the Way’ 

Friday 2nd, 10.00am Baby & Toddler Group 

Friday 2nd, 6.00pm People’s Emergency Briefing 

Saturday 3rd, 10.00am Band Rehearsal 

Monday 5th, 7.30pm Mission Vision Group 

Monday 5th, 6.45pm Sharing & Learning Group 

Tuesday 6th, 7.30pm Altogether Worship Planning 

Wednesday 7th, 10.00am Central Team Meeting 

Wednesday 7th, 10.30am Men’s Coffee Morning 

Thursday 8th, 10.00am Diocesan Church Growth Conference 

Friday 9th, 10.00am Baby & Toddler Group 

Friday 9th, 3.00pm Friday Group 

Saturday 10th, 9.00am Prayer Breakfast 

Saturday 10th, 5.30pm Harvest Supper & Quiz 

Sunday 11th Harvest Festival 

Monday 12th, 12.30pm Women’s Bible Study Group 

Monday 12th, 7.30pm Beer & Belief 

Tuesday 13th, 7.30pm 
Talk: Coping with Parenting When 

Your Child Is Neurodivergent  

Wednesday 14th, 12.30pm Wednesday Lunch Group 

Wednesday 14th, 7.30pm Standing Committee Meeting 

Thursday 15th, 8.00pm Men’s Group ‘Exploring the Way’ 

Friday 16th, 10.00am Baby & Toddler Group 

Sunday 18th, 5.00pm Confirmation Group 

Sunday 18th, 5.30pm Youth Group 

Monday 19th, 10.30am Pastoral Team Meeting 

Monday 19th, 2.00pm-3.00pm Hear Here Clinic 

Monday 19th, 7.45pm Sharing & Learning Group 
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Tuesday 20th, 10.00am Safeguarding Team Meeting 

Wednesday 21st, 2.00pm Dray Court Service 

Friday 23rd, 10.00am Baby & Toddler Group 

Saturday 24th, 10.30am Orchard Volunteer Morning 

Thursday 29th, 8.00pm Men’s Group ‘Exploring the Way’ 

Friday 30th, 10.00am Baby & Toddler Group 

Saturday 31st, 10.00am Band Practice 

Saturday 31st, 4.00pm Light Party 

Dates for your Diary - October (contd,) 
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Beavers, Cubs, 
Scouts 

Janice Payne 567687 

First Steps First 
Guildford 

Eva Puckova 01483 981 360  

The Arts Society 
Guildford 

Sian Davis 07836 550355 

Guildford County 
School 

Steve Smith 504089 

Mothers’ Union Diana Reiblein 828587 

Onslow Football 
Club 

Darren Creely 07795 333109 

Onslow Infant 
School 

Katherine Donlon 532726 

OV Garden Club Anne Bradbeer 563421 

OV Residents Jo Rew 07508 261160 

OV Tennis Club Paul Mortlock 07904 196652 

1st OV Guides Lucy Wallis 1stovguides@gmail.com 

2nd OV Brownies Jess Furber 2ndovbrownies@gmail.com 

4th OV Brownies Sarah Dowd 4ovbrownies@gmail.com  

QE (CofE) Junior 
School 

Jo Davies 561323 

Village Hall 
Chairman 

Mike Gadsby 577302 

Village Hall 
bookings 

Sarah Bath 
onslowvillagehallbookings@
hotmail.com 

Village Hall 
Playgroup 

Karen Hatton 503565 

Wodeland Surgery   409309 

Community Policing 
SaferNeighbourho
od Team 

101 

More Who’s Who 

https://www.surrey.police.uk/area/your-area/surrey/guildford/onslow--university/about-us
https://www.surrey.police.uk/area/your-area/surrey/guildford/onslow--university/about-us
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Brackendale Tree Care Ltd 

Professional Tree Care and Hedge Maintenance Services 
Call today for a free quotaton! 

•Free no obligaton quotatons •Tree Removal and Felling •Tree Pruning  
•Tree plantng & afercare • Stump Removal • Hedge plantng and 

Trimming  
• Crown Reducton • Pollarding   • Local Authority Planning Applicatons 

 
Telephone: 01483 422661 Mobile: 07958 415977 

Email:james@brackendaletreecare.co.uk www.brackendaletreecare.co.uk 
Facebook Twiter Instagram Pinterest 


